St.Joseph’'s R.C. Primary School

‘Through love and service, with Jesus in our hearts and heads, we can achieve anything.’

Year 3 AutumnTerm 1 Newsletter

‘And overall these virtues puton love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.’
Colossians 3:14

Welcome toa new school year!

?\ \ "{ In Religion we will be focussing on the Christian family. We will be thinking aboutthe

Holy Family, our own family and the Diocese. Reflecting purposefully onhow we are
all a part of God’s greaterfamily.

Our topicfor this halftermis “The Stone Age.” Thisis based onexploring
the changesin history duringthe period of the Stone Age tothe Iron Age.
The children will begin with understanding what an archaeologistisand
taking partintheirown dig to search for historical artefacts. They willlook
at what pre-historyisandthe chronology of pre-historicBritain before moving onto looking
at the key changesin each age.

In art, the children will look closely at the cave paintings from this period and using our
observationstoinspire usto sketch ourown. They will also create theirown Stonehenge
chalk drawings.

In computing, we will develop our understanding of digital devices, with aninitial focus on
inputs, processes, and outputs. Year 3 will also compare digital and non-digital devices. Next,
learners will be introduced to computer networks, including devices that make up a
network’s infrastructure, such as wireless access points and switches. Finally, learners will
discoverthe benefits of connecting devicesin a network.

This halfterm in English we will be reading:
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To beginwith, we will think about whatis beneath ourfeetand label the layers of the earth.

Year 3 will then use Stone Age Boy as a basis for narrative writing. We will write character
descriptions and story openings focussing on the use of language for effect, basicsentence
structure and punctuation. We will be focussing on editing, improving and structuring simple
sentences.

The children will also be writing instructions for how to dye cloth and how to make a clay
pot, focussing onlayoutand adverb choice.

Finally, we will write Stone Age diamante poems focussing on word classes.
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Our Science topicis Rocks and Soils and we will study the different properties of
rocks and soils, including fossils. We will be developing our skills of working
scientifically through ourinvestigations.

In Maths, as part of our continuationinusinga A PLACE VALUE CHART

concrete, pictorial and abstract approach, we will extend Hundreds Ters Ones

knowledge of place value. Usingthis, we will begin to look at p | :

formal methods of addition and subtraction. EHHHE =
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rlake — Spellings willbe setvia Spelling Shed every Friday ready for testing the following
{ °" Friday. Please ensure your child practises athome usingtheirown personal log
in- this will be stuck in the front of your child’s reading record. Spellingisavital

part of learningto become acompetent writer. Itisa very importantlife skill that
LOME WORK we value highly here atStJoseph’s, so please support your child with thisand
encourage themtolearn theirspellings each week.

Children will receive weekly homework tasks, which will consist of:
e Spellings-viathe SpellingShed App
e Reading
e Timestable Rock Stars App—focussedon 2’s,5’s and 10's.
e My Maths Online activity linked to learning fromthe classroom.

Readingis anotherimportantlife skill thatis of highest priorityin ourschool. Ouraimbeing
to develop within our pupils alifelong passion forreading. To help us with this we ask that
you encourage your child to read for around 10 minutesanightat home. You have already
receivedthe updatedinformation about how Reading Champions has now changed since
your child has entered Key Stage 2. Please ensure your child’s book and readingrecord are
in school every day so that we have the opportunity to also read with the children and also
monitor theirreading at home regularly.

P.E.inYear3
Please ensure your child attends school, wearing their PEkit on the following days:

Class 7 —Tuesday and Thursday

Class 8 — Tuesday and Thursday

We hope thatyour children have an excitingand enjoyable timewith us this yearand that
they are filled with enthusiasm fortheirlearning. We are looking forward to working with
yourselvesandyour children and to seeingthe children grow, develop and progressintheir
learning.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Martin and Mr Cunningham



